
 
 

The Compass: 
Encounter-Examine-Explore-Embrace God’s Word  

to  
Guide your Discipleship Path 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Sermon Series:  “What’s Next?  What the Bible Says about the Afterlife.” 

 

This Week’s Theme and Scriptural Focus:  “Decisions, Decisions.”  

Revelation 21.1-8; John 6.35-40. 

 

This Week’s Mark of Discipleship:  Subversive Spirituality (A commitment to 

living the alternative vision of the Kingdom of God)     

______________________________________________________________

___________________ 
 

  Day #1--Monday, May 22nd.  Read: Revelation 21:1.  Encounter:  

God’s Word and your life—What do you Hear and/or See? 

 

God has promised that the life He created will continue into eternity.  Despite 

the fact that humankind rejected (and continues to reject) God’s command 

and plan for life to be lived under His authority, God did not give up on us!  

One day, God will restore the new heaven and new earth.  The remaining two 

chapters of Revelation describe the eternal and consummated kingdom of 

God and the saints (believers in Jesus) living in the new heaven and earth.  

God’s ultimate purpose in redemptive history is to create a people to dwell in 

His presence, enjoying Him forever.  The story that began with God in 

eternal glory (Genesis 1-2), will end with God and His people in eternal 

glory (Revelation 21-22).  At the center stands the cross, where God revealed 

His glory through His Son.   

 

The opening verses of chapter 21 describe the creation of the new heaven 

and the new earth, which chronologically follows the thousand-year reign of 

Christ described in chapter 20.  God’s working in and through humankind 

reaches its culmination in this passage.  In fact, vs. 1–4 describe the new 



 
 

creation in which God and people dwell together in fellowship.  The original 

context of this text, and one of its purposes, is to strengthen the faith, hope, 

and resolution of the church as it faces persecution and trial.  The creation of 

a new heaven and new earth is also taught in Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22.  

Jewish teachers interpreted Isaiah 65–66 variously; some held that God 

would renew creation for his kingdom, others that God would replace it by 

an entirely new one.  It is possible to render these verses as describing either 

interpretation.  The declaration that “…there was no longer any sea…” is less 

concerned with water than wickedness.  It was believed in the ancient world 

that the ocean contained monsters and unknown perils of many kinds.  In 

apocalyptic literature (like Revelation) the devil, the antichrist, and ungodly 

empires, are often depicted as “sea monsters” that arise from the sea.  

Likewise, the sea is a symbol of perpetual unrest.  Jesus himself calmed the 

seas and actually rebuked the sea, treating it as a hostile enemy of His 

disciples. (Matthew 8:23-27).  The sea symbolized the political tumults out 

of which “the beast” arose (Revelation 13:1).  Finally, it is the sea that 

divides lands and peoples; often enemies would arrive by ship “from” the sea 

that sought war and domination.  The vision reveals that ultimately, the sea 

which was at one time the place of monsters, evil, peril, and division in the 

“old world,” will not survive into the new. 

 

How do you think our city would be different if God were the mayor?  

Where do you think the new world will be lived out—on earth or in 

heaven?  Why do you think so?   

 

Consider/Reflect:  John’s vision from Jesus reveals to us that, through the 

resurrection, the new age has dawned!  God dwells with us now and into the 

future!  In faith, we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will 

be wiped away; then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new 

Jerusalem! 

 Day #2--Tuesday, May 23rd.   Read:  Revelation 21:2; John 14:1-3.  

Examine:  The Text and its Relationship to Other Passages. 

 

The imagery used in the portrayal of the Holy City here and in Revelation 

21:9–22:5, fluctuates between the “bride-city” as the context of life in the 



 
 

kingdom of God, and the fellowship of the redeemed worshiping God.  

Chapter 21 begins with the familiar words, “Then I saw…”, a phrase 

repeated in verse 2 (For the opposite, see v. 22 “I did not see…”).  Again, the 

new creation that is coming from God is described as just that—new!  It is 

not the present heaven and earth renovated.  This is supported by the 

addendum description that the “first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away.”   

 

We use the term “passing away” to describe death.  While there are few 

detailed descriptions of the new heaven and earth, later in v. 23, John tells us 

that there will be no sun or moon and, by implication, no stars.  Likely, this 

points to the reality that, because God is visibly present in the new future, the 

“heavens” will no longer be the “abode” of God.  Some commentators cite 

the promise of Jesus in John 14:2, “I go to prepare a place for you…” as 

referring to this new heaven and earth.  The New Jerusalem is described as it 

will be in the eternal state, and it is described as “a bride beautifully dressed 

for her husband.”  The marriage metaphor is continued because the church is 

pictured in Scripture as a “bride” (2 Corinthians 11:2).   

 

In the closing chapters of Revelation, the descriptions of Heaven are meant 

to offer hope to those facing trial, challenges, temptations, and even abuse in 

this world because we are followers of Jesus.  In Matthew 5:8, Jesus said 

that the “pure in heart” will see God—this vision in Revelation fulfills that 

promise!  As Christians, we are always to be ready for the coming of Jesus.  

What does this mean?  It means doing what we do in faith—working, 

parenting, serving, and living to the glory of God!  A story is told that 

Luther, when asked what he would do if he knew that Jesus was coming 

tomorrow, replied, “I would plant an apple tree.”   

 

Revelation ends where Genesis began—A perfect garden where God is the 

center and continually cares for God’s people.  The concluding messages: 

 

Stay faithful 

Do not fear 

Understand the battle and the powers 



 
 

Renew your commitment every day 

Be ready 

 

If these are accomplished in faith—you will “conquer” and receive the 

“crown of life.” 

 

Consider/Reflect:  How does this vision of a new heaven and earth make a 

difference in your life? 

 

  Day #3--Wednesday, May 24th.  Read:  Revelation 21:3-5.  Explore:  

The background to this text(s). 

 

A few other references are found elsewhere in the Bible about the future of 

heaven and earth; Isaiah 65:17, 66:22; and 2 Peter 3:10-13, are three such 

passages.  After the vision of a new earth and heaven, John wrote, “I heard a 

loud voice from the throne...”  This is the last of twenty times that the 

expression “a loud voice” is used in Revelation (the first use is in Revelation 

5:2).  The final revelation from heaven describes God dwelling with His 

people and His people dwelling with Him!  In eternity, God’s people will 

experience an intimacy with God which is impossible in a world where sin 

and death are ever-present.  The first heaven and earth experienced the 

consequences of sin committed by the first man and woman, ushering death 

and decay into God’s beautiful world.  Creation is in bondage and travail 

(Romans 8:18–23).  In this coming new day, there will no longer be any 

sorrow.  God will personally “wipe every tear from their eyes” and the 

ultimate enemy, death, along with its mourning, pain, and crying will vanish.   

John characterizes the eternal city as a holy city (Revelation 21:27), a 

prepared city (John 14:1–6), and a beautiful city, as beautiful as a bride on 

her wedding day!  The most important truth about the new future is that God 

will rule there, from His throne.  Elsewhere, the Bible provides interesting 

descriptions of the dwelling places of God.  First, God walked with man and 

woman in the Garden of Eden.  God dwelt with Israel in the tabernacle that 

led Israel through the desert.  Later, this tabernacle would become the temple 

in Jerusalem.  When Israel sinned, God had to depart from those dwellings.  

In both the tabernacle and the temple, the veil stood between men and God.  



 
 

Later, Jesus Christ came to earth and “tabernacled” among us (John 1:14).  

The veil in the Temple was torn in two when Jesus died, thus opening a “new 

and living way” for God’s people (Hebrews 10:19ff).  Today, God does not 

live in man-made temples (Acts 7:48–50), but in the bodies of His people (1 

Corinthians 6:19–20) and in the church (Ephesians 2:21–22).  Even though 

God dwells in believers today by His Spirit, we still long for the day when 

we can relate to God face to face!   

 

Jesus instructed John to write down the words in the book of Revelation and, 

because John obeyed Jesus and wrote down these inspired, trustworthy, and 

true words, the first believers and every believer since can rejoice knowing 

that the present sufferings will be outweighed by the glory that awaits the 

faithful believer.  

 

Consider/Reflect:  What has caused you mourning, crying, or pain this past 

year?  What does it mean to you to know that this will one day pass away?  

Consider what it will be like to live without fear, pain, or death and with the 

continual and direct presence of God!   

 

  Day #4--Thursday, May 25th.  Read: Revelation 21:6-8.  Explore:  The 

Background to this Text. 

 

The declaration here in Revelation, “It is done,” echoes Jesus’ cry on the 

cross (John 19:30) and the voice from the throne (Revelation 16:17).  God 

is the “Alpha and the Omega,” these first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet, serves as a picture of the eternality of God, as does the following 

phrase, “the Beginning and the End.”  God’s eternal character is the 

guarantee of the truth of God’s word in Revelation and throughout the 

Scripture.  What God began in Genesis, God finishes in Revelation.  Often, 

the stories in the Bible are referred to as God’s “salvation history.”  Despite 

this human rebellion, God continued to pursue humankind offering 

redemption and reconciliation, along with a promised future day when this 

salvific history will be completed.  In the meantime, in verse 7, a promise is 

given to the Christian who “overcomes.”  “He that overcomes” is a repeated 



 
 

admonition in the book of Revelation (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 

21).   

 

As John wrote in his first letter, all true believers are “over comers” (1 John 

5:4–5).  For the faithful Christian who endures through this broken and fallen 

world, the blessings of the new Holy City will be his or her inheritance.  

Those who are metaphorically thirsty for new life and spiritual blessings in 

this “dry” and “arid” existence will be able to “drink without cost from the 

spring of the water of life.”  Today, we usually do not think about being 

thirsty and needing water, but those who lived in the days of the writing of 

Revelation, particularly those who worked in the Roman mines and/or 

wandered through desert lands, knew the meaning of thirst.  Spiritually 

tortured saints throughout the ages would certainly identify with this 

wonderful promise from Jesus:  Free and abundant living water for all!  

 

Notice the description of familial relationship:  “I will be his (her) God and 

he (she) will be my son (daughter).  Literally in Greek it reads:  “I will be to 

him a God,” meaning, that all the implied blessings are found in the name, or 

character, of God.  In this passage, the “He” is emphatic: i.e. He (or she) in 

particular and in a peculiar sense, above others, is a son or daughter.  Again, 

literally in Greek the sentence reads: “shall be to me a son.”  This would 

infer the fullest realization of a promise made to an heir regarding a future 

inheritance.     

 

Do you feel like an “over-comer?”  Why or why not?  How can the 

promise of blessing from God give you the strength to overcome 

something you may be facing right now? 

 

In contrast to the one who overcomes, those who do not inherit the kingdom 

are those who preclude themselves from it.  Those who are unbelieving, i.e. 

“faith-less,” will be excluded from the New Jerusalem and will be destined 

for the fiery lake of burning sulfur.  This judgment is a righteous punishment 

for their sins, eight of which are cited here.  The ones who deny or reject 

Jesus, are those who choose a feeling, experience, and/or practice over Jesus, 

in doing so, they demonstrate their opposition to God.  Notice the inference 



 
 

and possible wordplay in v.8:  we have a description of those who are not 

over comers; rather, they have been overcome by sin and the ways of this 

world.  The world often considers Christians as “losers,” but it will be the 

unbelievers who will ultimately lose!  The word, “cowardly” here likely 

means those who are afraid to stand up for Christ in the face of persecution 

(Matthew 10:32–33).  It illustrates those who do not “fear” or respect God.  

Rather, they are more fearful of man.  John describes the “fiery lake of 

burning sulfur” as the “second death.”  The first death is our physical death 

on this earth.  All people will experience this first death.  The second death is 

the eternal death of hell.  This death is entirely avoidable!  The reason that in 

the new heaven and new earth there will be no fear, death, pain, and tears is 

because, among other reasons, those who practice sin and hurt people will 

not be there! (See also Revelation 21:27; 22:15).  

 

One note:  please do not mistake this passage as describing a salvation by 

works.  Rather, this passage is an indicative of whether one is saved or not.  

Obviously there will be many in heaven who before their conversions were 

indeed guilty of these sins, but who turned from them through the grace and 

love of Jesus the Savior.  Our works, both the good we do and the bad we do 

not do, are the evidence of the salvation that has been freely given to us by 

Jesus.   

 

Consider/Reflect:  How do you feel about knowing that the Holy City will 

be your hometown?   

 

  Day #5-Friday, May 26th.   Read: John 6:35-39. Embrace:  God and 

His guiding you through His Word. 

 

One of the metaphorically potent “I am” sayings of Jesus is found here in 

verse 35:  Jesus’ assertion that He is the “bread of life.”  The second half of 

verse 35 through verse 41 is really an expanded commentary on the “bread of 

life” saying.  It is, of course, a direct response to the people’s demand for 

literal bread.  It was necessary for the people to understand that Jesus was 

speaking of spiritual and not literal food.  Jesus is our necessary, spiritual 

“food.”  In our contemporary culture, bread is often optional, but it was an 



 
 

essential staple in antiquity.  Jesus promised, He who comes to Me will never 

go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty. The “nevers” are 

emphatic in Greek.  God is sovereign over our lives.  The election of 

individuals is the Father’s gift to the Son. Jesus shows little concern that His 

work will be ineffective.  The one who comes to Jesus for salvation will 

NEVER be driven away.    

 

The “bread” that the people truly needed was right in front of them—and 

they couldn’t see Him!  In verse 35 Jesus very succinctly states,”I Am the 

bread of life.”  The “I Am” sayings of Jesus form the core of Jesus’ self-

revelation in the Gospel of John.  Jesus proclaims that He is the source of life 

and the answer to human needs and longings.  Gail R. O’Day writes: 

 

Verse 35b expands on the claim of the “I Am” saying.  To come to 

Jesus and believe in him are synonymous here …and… depicts in 

metaphorical language the results of faith in Jesus…The core meaning 

of the hunger/thirst imagery remains constant…What people need for 

life is available in Jesus.1        

 

Consider/Reflect:  Reflect upon your spiritual hungers and longings.  Name 

these and ask God to reveal to you the source of these hungers.  Pray about 

and offer to God the source of your hungers and longings. 

 

 Day #6--Saturday, May 27th.   Read:  John 6.38-40.  Embrace:  God 

and His guiding you through His Word. 

 

Jesus repeats His claim about His heavenly origin. The purpose of Jesus’ 

earthly life was to do what God had sent Him to do—to save those whom the 

Father will bring to Jesus.  This includes you and me.  Here, again, we 

witness the divine sovereignty that is at work in human lives.  No one that 

God has chosen to receive salvation will ever be lost!  In this passage we can 

see a strong affirmation of the eternal security of the believer.  The emphatic 

negative statement “I will never drive away” is to be understood as an 

assurance that Jesus will preserve the believer.  Jesus’ clear affirmation: “I 
                                                 
1
 Gail R. O’Day. The New Interpreters Bible: John (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995).      

 



 
 

shall lose none” (v. 39) again underscores the grace and love of God that is 

the foundation of our relationship with Jesus.  Our salvation is not dependent 

upon our feelings, knowledge, understanding, or even, our “coming to the 

Lord.”  God’s grace is operative from the beginning to the end in our lives.  

Linguistically, the “all” in v 39 is neuter (as in v 37) and sums up everything 

given by the Father to the Son.   

 

The two references to the “last day” in v. 40, reveals that Jesus was thinking 

ahead to the end of the age, when all will be consummated (as we examined 

in Revelation 21).  Ultimately, Jesus’ discourse on being the “bread of life” 

corrected, and corrects, two critical errors in human thinking:  First, the 

“food” of which Jesus refers to is a Person, not a commodity.  It is being in a 

personal, right-relationship with Jesus.  Second, once someone is in this right 

relationship with Jesus, he or she finds a satisfaction which is everlasting, not 

temporal. 

 

Additionally, verse 40 repeats and reinforces the ideas of the previous verses.  

The one who “looks” for and “believes” in Jesus for salvation, has their 

destiny secured.  The divine choosing of the believer has insured it.  The 

believer has eternal life and will experience resurrection “at the last day.”  

The Jewish leaders, and hostile unbelievers, criticized (grumbled about) 

Jesus’ description of His heavenly origins.  Just like their ancestors in the 

wilderness, these people murmured (see Exodus 15:24; 16:2, 7, 12; 17:3; 

Numbers 11:1; 14:2, 27).  Their thinking was seemingly logical:  a person 

whose parents are known could not be “from heaven?” (See also Mark 6:3; 

Luke 4:22).  These “grumblers” were ignorant of Jesus’ true origin and full 

nature.  They could not reconcile this with their knowledge of Jesus’ human 

and humble origins (v 42).  Notice that Jesus rebuked their grumbling rather 

than answering their objections (v 43).   

 

Consider/Reflect:  What does it mean to you that God was at work in your 

life even before you were consciously aware of God’s work?  Do you ever 

doubt that you belong to Jesus?  Do you spend more time focused on the 

temporary or the eternal things of this life?       

 


